
A perennial is a plant that lives more than two years. The term is used mostly in
reference to winter-hardy herbaceous plants, but some perennials die back to
the ground in winter, while some will keep leaves all winter. Science includes
woody trees and shrubs due to their habit. Perennials will not live forever and not
every perennial will survive winter in your area. Many plants that we grow as and
consider annuals are really perennials that have been placed in an area where
winter low temperatures kill them.

An annual plant will complete its lifecycle in one growing season or less. An 
annual goes from seed to seed during its lifecycle. Some examples are corn,
wheat, rice, zinnias, sunflowers, and peas.

A biennial plant usually takes two years to complete its lifecycle. The first year is
spent in vegetative growth. Leaves, stems, and roots are produced forming a
rosette. The second year flowering occurs after a period of colder temperatures
(vernalization). Examples are cabbage, dusty miller, parsley, beets, and chard.

Most perennials should be cut back after a hard frost or freeze and mulched
over to provide a buffer in extreme temperatures. Some early spring flowering
perennials can be cut back after they flower. These usually are not cut to the
ground as in the first case.

Most perennials can be divided in Fall. This is a great way to share your favorite
plants with family and friends. You can literally cut through the plant and lift as
much as half of the roots out of the bed to transplant. This half could be further
divided and potted in containers to share at a later time. Take care to cover 
any exposed roots with soil. This is just one of many ways to propagate or start
new plants.
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Perennial Plant List
Common Name Scientific Name Family Height Width Flower Color Notes Zone Exposure

African Lily/Lily of the Nile Agapanthus africanus Liliaceae 24-36" 18" Blue White Summer flowering Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Anemone Anemone x hybrida Ranunculaceae 12-24" 18-24" Pink Fall flowering Z 4-8 Part sun
Angel's Trumpet/Datura Datura wrightii Solanaceae 3-5' 3-5' White Summer flowering Poisonous Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Anise Sage Salvia guaranitica Lamiaceae 3-5' 24" Deep Blue Fragrant foliage Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Astilbe Astilbe arendsii Saxifragaceae 6-30" 18-24" White, Pink, Red, Lavender Spring to early sommer Z 4-8 Part sun to pt shade
Autumn Joy Sedum Sedum Crassulaceae 24" 24" Pink Coral Red Late summer to Fall Z 3-10 Sun to pt sun
Autumn Sage Salvia greggii Lamiaceae 12-20" 12-20" Pink Red Coral White All summer, aromatic Z 7-9 Sun
Beach Vitex Vitex rotundifolia Verbenaceae 1-4' 2-4' Lavender Aromatic foliage Z 4-9 Sun to pt shade
Bee Balm Monarda fistulosa Lamiaceae 36" 24" Pink, Red Fragrant herb Z 4-9 Sun to pt sun
Blackeyed Susan/Gloriosa Daisy Rudbeckia fulgida Asteraceae 24" 18" Gold All summer Z 3-9 Sun
Blackfoot Daisy Melampodium leucanthum Asteraceae 6-12" 1' White Honey scented Z 8-10 Sun
Blue Fortune Agastache 'Blue Fortune' Lamiaceae 24-36" 24-36" Blue Aromatic foliage Z 6-9 Sun to part sun
Blue Spiraea/Bluebeard Caryopteris x clandonensis Verbenaceae 24-36" 24-36" Blue Summer to Fall Z 3-9 Sun to part sun
Brugmansia/Angel's Trumpet Brugmansia versicolor Solanaceae 3-12' 3-6' White, Pink to yellow, Pink Poisonous Z 9-11 Sun to part sun
Bush Morning Glory Ipomoea leptophylla Convolvulaceae 4-6' 1-3' White, Pink Summer flowering Z 8-10 Sun
Butterfly Bush Buddleia davidii Buddleiaceae 2-10' 6-8' White, Pink, Red, Lavender Summer flowering Z 5-9 Sun to part sun
Butterfly Ginger Hedychium coronarium Zingiberaceae 3-10' 3' White Fragrant Z 8-10 Part sun
Butterfly Weed Asclepias tuberosa Asclepiadaceae 36" 12" Orange Red Yellow Monarch larval food Z 4-9 Sun
Canna Lily Canna x generalis Cannaceae 3-7' 20-36" Yellow Orange Red Takes wet sites Z 8-11 Sun
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis Campanulaceae 36" 12" Red Bronze/Red foliage Z 4-8 Shade to pt sun
Cedar Sedge Carex planostachys Cyperaceae 5" 5" Umbrella Sedge Z 5-9 Sh to pt sun
Cheddar Pinks Dianthus gratianopolitanus Caryophyllaceae 3-6" 6-8" Deep pink Blue green foliage Z 4-9 Sun to pt sun
Chinese Ground Orchid Bletillia striata Orchidaceae 4-12" 2' Pink Spring Z 5-9 Pt shade to pt sun
Cigar Plant Cuphea ignea Lythraceae 12-30" 12-36" Orange Yellow All summer Z 8-11 Sun
Cleome Cleome spinosa Capparaceae 3-4' 1-2' White, Pink, Lavender, Coral Reseeding ANNUAL Z 4-11 Sun to part sun
Copper Canyon Daisy Tagetes lemmonii Asteraceae 18"-3' 18"-2' Gold Aromatic foliage Z 7-10 Sun 
Coral Bells Heuchera spp. Saxifragaceae 12-18" 12-18" Red Attractive foliage Z 4-9 Pt sun to shade
Coroepsis Coreopsis lanceolata Asteraceae 12-24" 12-18" Most Yellow All summer Z 4-9 Sun
Cosmos Cosmos bipinnatus Asteraceae 24" -5' 18" Pink Reseeding ANNUAL Z 7-10 Sun to pt sun
Darcy's Sage Salvia orbesia Lamiaceae 3-6' 3-6' Red Aromatic foliage Z 7-10 Sun
Day Lily Hemerocallis Liliaceae 1-3' 1-3' Yellow Orange Red Late Spring flowering Z 3-10 Sun
Drummond Phlox Phlox drummondii Polemoniaceae 8-24" 10-12" White, Pink, Red, Coral Spring to summer Z 3-10 Sun
Fall Aster Aster oblongifolia Asteraceae 2' 2-3' Blue Fall flowering Z 4-8 Sun
Flame Acanthus Anisacanthus wrightii Acanthaceae 3-4' 3' Orange Summer, Hummingbird Z 8-10 Sun 
Flax Lily Dianella tasmanicum'Variegata' Liliaceae 12-18" 12-24" Blue Spring Z 8-11 Sun to part shade
Four Nerve Daisy Hymenoxis scaposa Asteraceae 1' 9" Yellow Rock garden plant Z 6-9 Sun
Gloriosa Daisy Rudbeckia fulgida Asteraceae 24" 18" Gold Summer into Fall Z 3-9 Sun
Gold Star Esperanza Tecoma stans stans Bignoniaceae 4-6' 2-4' Yellow, Orange Perennial in mild winters Z 9-11 Sun
Gregg's Mist Eupatorium greggii Asteraceae 9"-3' 1-2' Blue Monarch nectar Z 3-8 Sun to pt sun
Gulf Coast Penstemon Penstemon tenuis Scrophulariaceae 1.5' 1' Purple Spring Z 3-9 Sun 
Herbstonne Cone Flower Rudbeckia nitida 'Herbstonne' Asteraceae 4-6' 3-4' Yellow Spring to summer Z 4-9 Sun
Hinckley's Gold Columbine Aquilegia chrysantha hinckleyana Ranunculaceae 1-2' 12-15" Gold Spring Z 7-8 Pt sun to pt shade
Husker's Red Penstemon Penstemon digitalis 'Husker's Red' Scrophulariaceae 2-3' 1-2' White Bronze/Red foliage Z 3-8 Sun to part shade
Ice Plant Delosperma cooperi Aizoaceae 2' 24" Hot Pink All summer Z 8-10 Sun
Indian Blanket Gaillardia pulchella Asteraceae 18" 12" Red Yellow Summer Z 3-8 Sun
Indigo Spires Salvia Salvia x 'Indigo Spires' Lamiaceae 3-6' 2-4' Blue Spring, Summer, Fall Z 7-11 Sun to part sun
Jerusalem Sage Phlomis fruticosa Lamiaceae 3-4' 3-4' Yellow Grey green foliage Z 8-10 Sun
Lamb's Ears Stachys bizyntina Lamiaceae 18" 24" Pink Purple Fuzzy foliage Z 4-8 Sun
Lantana Lantana camera Verbenaceae 8"-5' 30"-4' All colors Black berries Z 8-11 Sun
Lenten Rose Helleborus niger Ranunculaceae 12" 18" White Pink Burgundy Green Early Spring Z 4-8 Shade to pt sun
Leopard Plant Farfugium japonicum (Ligularia) Asteraceae 24-36" 24-36" Yellow Spotted foliage Z 7-10 Shade to pt shade
Loosestrife Lythrum Lythraceae 36" 18" Pink Summer Z 3-9 Sun to pt sun
Lyre Leaf Sage Salvia lyrata Lamiaceae 8-24" 12-18" Blue Fall foliage colors Z 5-10 Sun to pt sun
Mealy Blue Sage Salvia farinacea Lamiaceae 24" 12" Blue Summer to Fall Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Mexican Bush Sage Salvia leucantha Lamiaceae 24-36" 16-36" Blue Fall Z 8-11 Sun
Mexican Hat Ratibida columnaris Asteraceae 32" 12" Orange Red Yellow Summer Z 3-10 Sun
Mexican Mint Marigold Tagetes lucida Asteraceae 14-30" 18" Gold Fragrant foliage Z 8-10 Sun
Mexican Petunia Ruellia brittoniana Acanthaceae 6"-2' 1' Pink Purple White Summer to Fall Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Moss Phlox Phlox subulata Polemoniaceae 2-6" 20" Pink White Purple Spring Z 3-8 Sun to pt sun
Orange Cosmos Cosmos sulphureus Asteraceae 2-3' 2' Yellow to Orange Reseeding ANNUAL Z 7-10 Sun to pt sun
Oxeye Daisy Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Asteraceae 12-36" 24" White Spring Z 3-8 Sun
Peony Paeonia spp. Paeoniaceae 2-5' 3-4' White, Pink, Red, Coral Spring Z 3-8 Pt sun to shade
Phillippine Violeet Barleria cristata Acanthaceae 2-5' 4-5' Blue Fall Z 7-11 Sun to part shade
Pineapple Lily Eucomis comosa 'Sparkling Burgundy' Liliaceae 18-24" 9-12" Pink, Burgundy foliage Summer to Fall Z 7-10 Sun to part shade
Pineapple Sage Salvia elegans Lamiaceae 36" 24" Red Fragrant foliage Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Plantain Lily Hosta spp. Liliaceae 1-1.5' 2-2.5' White or lavender Fragrant flowers Z 3-7 Pt sun to shade
Powis Castle Worm Wood Artemisia 'Powis Castle' Asteraceae 2-3' 1-2' N/a Silver, takes dry site Z 6-8 Sun  to pt sun
Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea Asteraceae 16-32" 16-18" Purplish Pink Summer flowering Z 3-9 Sun
Purple Heart Setcresea pallida Commelinaceae 8-24" 16" Pink Purple foliage Z 5-9 Sun to pt sun
Purple Oxalis/Wood Sorrel Oxalis triangularis Oxalidaceae 6-12" 6-12" Pink Purple foliage Z 6-10 Part sun to pt shade
Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria (Tritoma) Liliaceae 30-36" 24" Red Orange Yellow Early Sommer Z 6-9 Sun
Rock Rose Pavonia lasiopetalum Malvaceae 2-5" 2-3' Pink Spring to summer Z 7-10 Sun to pt sun
Rose Mallow Hibiscus moscheutos Malvaceae 20"-4' 3' Pink White Red Large flowers Z 5-10 Sun to pt sun
Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis Lamiaceae 6"-5' 1'-5' Lavender Evergreen Z 7-10 Sun
Russian Sage Perovskia atriplicifolia Lamiaceae 4' 3' Blue Gray green foliage Z 6-9 Sun
Scarlet Sage Salvia coccinea Lamiaceae 24-30" 12" Coral Red White Reseeding ANNUAL Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Shasta Daisy Leucanthemum x superbum Asteraceae 3-4' 2-3' White Summer Z 4-9 Sun
Skullcap Scuttellaria sufrutescens Lamiaceae 10" 2' Pink White Summer Z 6-8 Sun
Soloman's Seal Polygonatum falcatum 'Variegatum' Liliaceae 18-24" 10-20" White Spring to early sommer Z 4-8 Part sun to pt shade
Spanish Lavender Lavandula stoechas Lamiaceae 24" 24" Lavender Fragrant herb Z 8-9 Sun
Spiderwort Tradescantia occidentalis Commelinaceae 2-3' 1' Purple Pink White Spring Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Spiny Bears Breeches Acanthus spinosus Acanthaceae 2-5' 2-3' White Early Summer Z 4-10 Part sun to pt shade
Stoke's Aster Stokesia leavis Asteraceae 24" 18" Blue White Spring to early sommer Z 5-9 Sun to pt sun
Summer Phlox Phlox paniculata Polemoniaceae 3-4' 36" Lilac Pink Summer Z 4-8 Pt sun to pt shade
Sundrop Calylophus drummondii Onagraceae 1.5' 12" Yellow All summer Z 5-9 Sun to pt sun
Texas Betony Stachys officinalis Lamiaceae 14-18" 14-18" Pinkish red Grey green foliage Z 6-9 Sun to pt sun
Turk's Cap Malvaviscus drummondii Malvaceae 4'-12' 5-10' Red, Pink, White Spring to summer Z 8-10 Sun to pt sun
Verbena Verbena x hybrida Verbenaceae 18" 24" Purple, Pink, White, Red, Coral Spring, Summer, Fall Z 3-9 Sun
Veronica Veronica spicata Scrophulariaceae 12-24" 18" Blue White Pink Summer Z 3-8 Sun to pt sun
Whirling Butterflies Gaura lindheimeri Onagraceae 24-30" 36" White Pink Graceful arching Z 6-9 Sun
White Coneflower Echinacea'White Swan' Asteraceae 16-32" 16-18 White Summer flowering Z 3-9 Sun
White Velvet Tradescantia sillamontana Commelinaceae 1-2' 1-3' Pink Spring to summer Z 7-10 Sun to shade
Winecup Callirhoe involucrata Malvaceae 6-12" 2' Magenta All summer Z 4-8 Sun
Wood Violet Viola missouriensis Violaceae 6-12" 12-18" Lavender Fragrant flowers Z 4-9 Pt sun to shade
Worm Wood Artemesia Asteraceae 6"-4' 18"-3' N/a Silver foliage herb Z 4-8 Sun to pt sun
Yarrow Achellia millefolium Asteraceae 2-3' 12-15" Pink Yellow White Red Early summer to fall Z 3-9 Sun to pt sun
Zexmenia Wedelia hispida Asteraceae 1-3' 1-2' Gold Spring, Summer, Fall Z 8-10 Sun to pt sunCertain 

Certain species in the Botanical Gardens may not be listed here.


